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Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle G of title V, add the 
following: 
SEC. 596. AUTHORIZATION FOR HONORARY PRO-

MOTION OF MASTER SERGEANT 
HAROLD B. PHARIS, UNITED STATES 
ARMY (RETIRED), TO SERGEANT 
MAJOR. 

(a) HONORARY PROMOTION.—The honorary 
promotion of Master Sergeant Harold B. 
Pharis, United States Army (retired), to the 
grade of Sergeant Major is hereby author-
ized. 

(b) ADDITIONAL BENEFITS NOT TO ACCRUE.— 
The honorary promotion of Harold B. Pharis 
pursuant to subsection (a) shall not affect 
the retired pay or other benefits from the 
United States to which Harold B. Pharis is 
entitled based upon his military service or 
affect any benefits to which any other person 
may become entitled based on his military 
service. 

SA 4221. Mr. BRAUN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3867 submitted by Mr. 
REED and intended to be proposed to 
the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1064. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING CRI-

SIS AT THE SOUTHWEST LAND BOR-
DER. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) There were 1,300,000 illegal crossings be-
tween January, 2021, and July, 2021, across 
the Southwest land border of the United 
States. 

(2) The 212,672 migrant encounters at the 
Southwest land border in July 2021 was a 21- 
year high. 

(3) Noncitizens with criminal convictions 
are routinely encountered at ports of entry 
and between ports of entry on the Southwest 
land border. 

(4) Some of the inadmissible individuals 
encountered at the Southwest land border 
are known or suspected terrorists. 

(5) Transnational criminal organizations 
routinely move illicit drugs, counterfeit 
products, and trafficked humans across the 
Southwest land border. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) the current level of illegal crossings and 
trafficking on the Southwest border rep-
resents a national security threat; 

(2) the Department of Defense has rightly 
contributed personnel to aid the efforts of 
the United States Government to address the 
crisis at the Southwest border; 

(3) the National Guard and active duty 
members of the Armed Forces are to be com-
mended for their hard work and dedication 
in their response to the crisis at the South-
west land border; and 

(4) border security is a matter of national 
security and the failure to address the crisis 
at the Southwest land border introduces sig-
nificant risk to the people of the United 
States. 

SA 4222. Mr. BRAUN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3867 submitted by Mr. 
REED and intended to be proposed to 
the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title V, insert 
the following: 
SEC. lll. SHARING OF INFORMATION REGARD-

ING SAFETY INVESTIGATIONS OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

(a) SUBMITTAL OF INFORMATION TO CON-
GRESS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall— 

(A) upon request of a member of Congress 
for information regarding a safety investiga-
tion conducted by the Department of De-
fense, not later than 30 days after the date 
on which the Secretary receives the request, 
submit to the member of Congress the infor-
mation requested; and 

(B) not later than 30 days after the date of 
the completion of an investigation with re-
spect to which the Secretary submitted in-
formation under subparagraph (A) to a mem-
ber of Congress, submit to the member up-
dated information with respect to the inves-
tigation. 

(2) REDACTION.—The Secretary of Defense 
may not redact any information submitted 
under paragraph (1). 

(3) FORM.—Information submitted under 
paragraph (1) may be submitted in classified 
form as the Secretary determines necessary 
to protect national security and the inves-
tigatory process. 

(b) SHARING OF INFORMATION AMONG MILI-
TARY DEPARTMENTS.—For each safety inves-
tigation conducted by the Department of De-
fense that involves equipment used by more 
than one military department, the Secretary 
of Defense shall, not later than 30 days after 
the date of the completion of the safety in-
vestigation, ensure that information regard-
ing the investigation is transmitted to the 
Secretary of each military department that 
uses such equipment. 

SA 4223. Mr. BRAUN (for himself, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, 
and Ms. ERNST) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3867 submitted by Mr. 
REED and intended to be proposed to 
the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title X of divi-
sion A, add the following: 
SEC. 10ll. SENSE OF SENATE REGARDING REC-

OGNIZING NATIONAL DEBT AS A 
THREAT TO NATIONAL SECURITY. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) in September 2020, the total public debt 

outstanding of the United States was more 
than $26,000,000,000,000, resulting in a total 
interest expense of more than $371,000,000,000 
for fiscal year 2020; 

(2) in September 2019, the total public debt 
as a percentage of gross domestic product 
was about 100 percent; 

(3) leaders of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice and the Government Accountability Of-
fice have testified that— 

(A) the growth of the public debt is 
unsustainable; and 

(B) Congress must undertake extensive fis-
cal consolidation to combat that growth; 

(4) the last Federal budget surplus oc-
curred in 2001; 

(5) in fiscal year 2020, Federal tax receipts 
totaled $3,420,000,000,000, but Federal outlays 
totaled $6,652,000,000,000, leaving the Federal 
Government with a 1-year deficit of 
$3,132,000,000,000; 

(6) since the last Federal budget surplus 
occurred in 2001, Congress— 

(A) has failed to maintain a fiscally re-
sponsible budget; and 

(B) has had to raise the debt ceiling repeat-
edly; 

(7) the Medicare Board of Trustees projects 
that the Medicare Hospital Insurance Trust 
Fund will be depleted in 2026; 

(8) the Social Security and Medicare 
Boards of Trustees project that the Dis-
ability Insurance and the Federal Old-Age 
and Survivors Insurance Trust Funds will be 
depleted in 2026 and 2031, respectively; 

(9) heavy indebtedness increases the expo-
sure of the Federal Government to interest 
rate risks; 

(10) the credit rating of the United States 
was reduced by Standard and Poor’s from 
AAA to AA+ on August 5, 2011, and has re-
mained at that level ever since; 

(11) without a targeted effort to balance 
the Federal budget, the credit rating of the 
United States will continue to fall; 

(12) improvements in the business climate 
in populous countries, and aging populations 
around the world, will likely contribute to 
higher global interest rates; 

(13) more than $7,000,000,000,000 of Federal 
debt is owned by individuals not located in 
the United States, including more than 
$1,000,000,000,000 of which is owned by individ-
uals in China; 

(14) China and the European Union are de-
veloping alternative payment systems to 
weaken the dominant position of the United 
States dollar as a reserve currency; 

(15) rapidly increasing interest rates will 
squeeze all policy priorities of the United 
States, including defense policy and foreign 
policy priorities; 

(16) the National Security Strategy of the 
United States, as of the date of enactment of 
this Act, highlights the need to reduce the 
national debt through fiscal responsibility; 

(17) on April 12, 2018, former Secretary of 
Defense James Mattis warned that ‘‘any Na-
tion that can’t keep its fiscal house in order 
eventually cannot maintain its military 
power’’; 

(18) on March 6, 2018, former Director of 
National Intelligence Dan Coats warned: 
‘‘Our continued plunge into debt is 
unsustainable and represents a dire future 
threat to our economy and to our national 
security’’; 

(19) on November 15, 2017, former Secre-
taries of Defense Leon Panetta, Ash Carter, 
and Chuck Hagel warned: ‘‘Increase in the 
debt will, in the absence of a comprehensive 
budget that addresses both entitlements and 
revenues, force even deeper reductions in our 
national security capabilities’’; and 

(20) on September 22, 2011, former Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Michael 
Mullen warned: ‘‘I believe the single, biggest 
threat to our national security is debt’’. 

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense 
of the Senate that— 

(1) the national debt is a threat to the na-
tional security of the United States; 

(2) persistent, structural deficits are 
unsustainable, irresponsible, and dangerous; 
and 
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